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Knife Sales to Minors; State Statutes
Introduction
Knife sales to minors is expressly
prohibited in several states. However, in
states with a strong hunting tradition,
prohibitions are less certain. We have
attempted to locate statutes related to
minors but we may have missed pertinent material.
The information reported here is intended for educational purposes only.
The American Knife & Tool Institute is
not providing legal advice. For legal
advice and thorough research of the law
in your state, contact competent legal
counsel licensed in your state.
Where a state bans sales to minors,
the statute typically applies to a person
less than 18 years of age.
Virtually every state also has a
“zero tolerance” policy with respect to
knives or various weapons being possessed on or near school grounds.
The following state statutes may not
be complete. Quite frankly, some state
statutes are very complex and their
search functions are primitive. We have
attempted to identify the state’s statutory
numbering system with respect to knives
so you or your legal counsel can more
quickly locate relevant sections. We
have only searched the statutes; we
have not searched administrative codes,
attorney general decisions, or case law.
Some states are revising their criminal
codes. Bills affecting knife sales or possession may be pending or will soon be
introduced. We monitor pending bills
and will attempt to update this information on a periodic basis.
If you are a retailer planning to sell
certain types of knives, we strongly urge
you to retain legal counsel and do a
thorough search. If you are a consumer,
be aware that certain types of knives
you purchase in another state from a
public or private seller may not be legal
to own or carry in your state.

For several states, especially where
there is no prohibition that we discovered against knife sales to minors, we
have attempted to present general prohibitions against knife possession or use
so the reader can begin to develop some
sense of the complexity and even contradictions present in U.S. knife laws. That
complexity is the result of individual
states making their own laws.
Alabama
Section 13A-11-57
Selling, etc., pistol or bowie knife to minor.
Any person who sells, gives or lends to
any minor any pistol or bowie knife, or other
knife of like kind or description, shall, on conviction, be fined not less than $50.00 nor more
than $500.00.
No specific prohibition against sales to minors
found.

Alaska
Sec. 11.61.210. Misconduct involving weapons
in the fourth degree.
(6) knowingly sells a firearm or a defensive
weapon to a person under 18 years of age;
Sec. 11.61.220. Misconduct involving weapons
in the fifth degree.
(3) being an unemancipated minor under 16
years of age, possesses a firearm without the
consent of a parent or guardian of the minor;
(6) is less than 21 years of age and knowingly
possesses a deadly weapon, other than an ordinary pocket knife or a defensive weapon, that
is concealed on the person.

Arizona
13-3101. Definitions
A. In this chapter, unless the context otherwise
requires:
1. “Deadly weapon” means anything that is designed for lethal use. The term includes a firearm.
7. “Prohibited weapon” means …
(e) Instrument, including a nunchaku, that consists of two or more sticks, clubs, bars or rods
to be used as handles, connected by a rope,
cord, wire or chain, in the design of a weapon
used in connection with the practice of a system of self-defense.
13-3102. Misconduct involving weapons; defenses; classification; definitions
A. A person commits misconduct involving
weapons by knowingly:
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1. Carrying a deadly weapon without a permit
pursuant to section 13-3112 except a pocket
knife concealed on his person; or
3. Manufacturing, possessing, transporting, selling or transferring a prohibited weapon; or
4. Possessing a deadly weapon or prohibited
weapon if such person is a prohibited possessor;
or
5. Selling or transferring a deadly weapon to a
prohibited possessor;...

Arkansas
5-73-109. Furnishing a deadly weapon to a minor.
(a) A person commits the offense of furnishing
a deadly weapon to a minor when he sells, barters, leases, gives, rents, or otherwise furnishes
a firearm or other deadly weapon to a minor
without the consent of a parent, guardian, or
other person responsible for general supervision of his welfare.

******************
For legal advice and
thorough research of the
law in your state, contact
competent legal counsel
licensed in your state.
******************
(b) Furnishing a deadly weapon to a minor is a
Class A misdemeanor, unless the deadly weapon
is:
(7) Metal knuckles;
5-73-121. Carrying a knife as a weapon.
(a) A person who carries a knife as a weapon,
except when upon a journey or upon his own
premises, shall be punished as provided by § 573-123(b).
(b) If a person carries a knife with a blade
three and one-half inches (3 1/2") long or longer, this fact shall be prima facie proof that the
knife is carried as a weapon.

California
Definitions: “Deadly weapon” means and includes any instrument or weapon of the kind
commonly known as a blackjack, slungshot, billy, sandclub, sandbag, metal knuckles; any dirk,
dagger, pistol, revolver, or any other firearm;
any knife having a blade longer than five inches; any razor with an unguarded blade; or any
metal pipe or bar used or intended to be used as
a club.
12020. (a) Any person in this state who does
any of the following is punishable by imprison-
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ment in a county jail not exceeding one year
or in the state prison:
(1) Manufactures or causes to be manufactured, imports into the state, keeps for sale, or
offers or exposes for sale, or who gives, lends,
or possesses any cane gun or wallet gun, any
undetectable firearm, any firearm which is not
immediately recognizable as a firearm, any
camouflaging firearm container, any ammunition which contains or consists of any flechette
dart, any bullet containing or carrying an explosive agent, any ballistic knife, any multiburst trigger activator, any nunchaku, any
short-barreled shotgun, any short-barreled rifle,
any metal knuckles, any belt buckle knife, any
leaded cane, any zip gun, any shuriken, any unconventional pistol, any lipstick case knife,
any cane sword, any shobi-zue, any air gauge
knife, any writing pen knife, any metal military practice handgrenade or metal replica
handgrenade, or any instrument or weapon
of the kind commonly known as a blackjack,
slungshot, billy, sandclub, sap, or sandbag.
(24) As used in this section, a “dirk” or “dagger” means a knife or other instrument with or
without a handguard that is capable of ready use
as a stabbing weapon that may inflict great
bodily injury or death. A nonlocking folding
knife, a folding knife that is not prohibited by
Section 653k, or a pocketknife is capable of
ready use as a stabbing weapon that may inflict
great bodily injury or death only if the blade of
the knife is exposed and locked into position.
12072. (a) (1) No person, corporation, or firm
shall knowingly supply, deliver, sell, or give
possession or control of a firearm to any person within any of the classes prohibited by Section 12021 or 12021.1.
(3) (A) No person, corporation, or firm shall
sell, loan, or transfer a firearm to a minor, nor
sell a handgun to an individual under 21 years
of age.
(b) No person licensed under Section 12071
shall supply, sell, deliver, or give possession or
control of a pistol, revolver, or firearm capable
of being concealed upon the person to any person under the age of 21 years or any other firearm to a person under the age of 18 years.
California – minor is under age of 18.

Colorado
18-12-106. Prohibited use of weapons.
(1) A person commits a class 2 misdemeanor if:
(e) He knowingly aims, swings, or throws a
throwing star or nunchaku as defined in this
paragraph (e) at another person, or he knowingly possesses a throwing star or nunchaku in a
public place except for the purpose of presenting an authorized public demonstration or exhibition or pursuant to instruction in conjunction
with an organized school or class. When transporting throwing stars or nunchaku for a public
demonstration or exhibition or for a school or
class, they shall be transported in a closed, nonaccessible container. For purposes of this paragraph (e), “nunchaku” means an instrument
consisting of two sticks, clubs, bars, or rods to
be used as handles, connected by a rope, cord,
wire, or chain, which is in the design of a weapon used in connection with the practice of a
system of self-defense, and “throwing star”
means a disk having sharp radiating points or
any disk-shaped bladed object which is handheld and thrown and which is in the design of a
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weapon used in connection with the practice of
a system of self-defense.
No specific prohibition against sales to minors
found.

Connecticut
Sec. 53-206. Carrying of dangerous weapons
prohibited. (a) Any person who carries upon his
or her person any BB. gun, blackjack, metal or
brass knuckles, or any dirk knife, or any switch
knife, or any knife having an automatic spring
release device by which a blade is released from
the handle, having a blade of over one and onehalf inches in length, or stiletto, or any knife
the edged portion of the blade of which is four
inches or over in length, any police baton or
nightstick, or any martial arts weapon or electronic defense weapon, as defined in section
53a-3, or any other dangerous or deadly weapon or instrument, shall be fined not more than
five hundred dollars or imprisoned not more
than three years or both.
No specific prohibition against sales to minors
found.

Delaware
TITLE 24 Professions and Occupations
CHAPTER 9. DEADLY WEAPONS DEALERS
§ 901. License requirement.
No person shall engage in the business of selling
any pistol or revolver, or stiletto, steel or brass
knuckles, or other deadly weapon made especially for the defense of one’s person without
first having obtained a license therefore, which
license shall be known as “special license to sell
deadly weapons.” No person licensed or unlicensed shall possess, sell or offer for sale any
switchblade knife.
This section shall not apply to toy pistols,
pocket knives or knives used for sporting purposes and in the domestic household, or surgical
instruments or tools of any kind. (26 Del.
Laws, c. 15, § 1; Code 1915, § 257; Code 1935,
§ 231; 24 Del. C. 1953, § 901; 49 Del. Laws, c.
77; 66 Del. Laws, c. 184, § 1.)
§ 903. Sale to persons under 21 or intoxicated
persons.
No person shall sell to a person under the age
of 21 or any intoxicated person any of the articles referred to in the first paragraph of § 901
of this title.

Florida
Title XLVI – Weapons and Firearms
790.17 Furnishing weapons to minors under 18
years of age or persons of unsound mind and
furnishing firearms to minors under 18 years of
age prohibited.
(1) A person who sells, hires, barters, lends,
transfers, or gives any minor under 18 years of
age any dirk, electric weapon or device, or other weapon, other than an ordinary pocketknife,
without permission of the minor’s parent or
guardian, or sells, hires, barters, lends, transfers,
or gives to any person of unsound mind an
electric weapon or device or any dangerous
weapon, other than an ordinary pocketknife,
commits a misdemeanor of the first degree.

KNIFE SALES TO MINORS - AKTI

Georgia
16-11-127.1.
(a) As used in this Code section, the term:
(2) ‘Weapon’ means and includes any pistol,
revolver, or any weapon designed or intended
to propel a missile of any kind, or any dirk,
bowie knife, switchblade knife, ballistic knife,
any other knife having a blade of two or more
inches, straight-edge razor, razor blade, spring
stick, metal knucks, blackjack, any bat, club, or
other bludgeon-type weapon, or any flailing instrument consisting of two or more rigid parts
connected in such a manner as to allow them to
swing freely, which may be known as a nun
chahka, nun chuck, nunchaku, shuriken, or
fighting chain, or any disc, of whatever configuration, having at least two points or pointed
blades which is designed to be thrown or propelled and which may be known as a throwing
star or oriental dart, or any weapon of like
kind, and any stun gun or taser.
No specific prohibition against sales to minors
found.

Hawaii
§134-52 Switchblade knives; prohibitions; penalty. (a) Whoever knowingly manufactures,
sells, transfers, possesses, or transports in the
State any switchblade knife, being any knife
having a blade which opens automatically (1)
by hand pressure applied to a button or other
device in the handle of the knife, or (2) by operation of inertia, gravity, or both, shall be
guilty of a misdemeanor.
(b) Whoever knowingly possesses or intentionally uses or threatens to use a switchblade knife
while engaged in the commission of a crime
shall be guilty of a class C felony.
No specific prohibition against sales to minors
found.

Idaho
TITLE 18 CRIMES AND PUNISHMENTS
CHAPTER 33 FIREARMS, EXPLOSIVES
AND OTHER DEADLY WEAPONS
18-3302A. SALE OF WEAPONS TO MINORS. It shall be unlawful to directly or indirectly sell to any minor under the age of
eighteen (18) years any weapon without the
written consent of the parent or guardian of
the minor. Any person violating the provisions
of this section shall be guilty of a misdemeanor
and shall be punished by a fine not in excess of
one thousand dollars ($1,000), by imprisonment in the county jail for a term not in excess
of six (6) months, or by both such fine and imprisonment. As used in this section, “weapon”
shall mean any dirk, dirk knife, bowie knife,
dagger, pistol, revolver or gun.

Illinois
Sec. 24-1. Unlawful Use of Weapons.
(a) A person commits the offense of unlawful
use of weapons when he knowingly:
(1) Sells, manufactures, purchases, possesses or carries any bludgeon, black-jack,
slung-shot, sand-club, sand-bag, metal knuckles,
throwing star, or any knife, commonly referred
to as a switchblade knife, which has a blade that
opens automatically by hand pressure applied
to a button, spring or other device in the handle of the knife, or a ballistic knife, which is a

device that propels a knifelike blade as a projectile by means of a coil spring, elastic material or compressed gas; or (2) Carries or possesses
with intent to use the same unlawfully against
another, a dagger, dirk, billy, dangerous knife,
razor, stiletto, broken bottle or other piece of
glass, stun gun or taser or any other dangerous
or deadly weapon or instrument of like character;
Sec. 24-3. Unlawful Sale of Firearms.
(A) A person commits the offense of unlawful sale of firearms when he or she knowingly
does any of the following:
(a) Sells or gives any firearm of a size
which may be concealed upon the person to
any person under 18 years of age. (b) Sells or
gives any firearm to a person under 21 years of
age who has been convicted of a misdemeanor
other than a traffic offense or adjudged delinquent.

Indiana
IC 35-47-5-2
Knife with blade that opens automatically or
may be propelled
Sec. 2. It is a Class B misdemeanor for a
person to manufacture, possess, display, offer,
sell, lend, give away, or purchase any knife with
a blade that:
(1) opens automatically; or
(2) may be propelled;
by hand pressure applied to a button, device
containing gas, spring, or other device in the
handle of the knife.
Does not prohibit knife sales to minors but
cannot sell firearm to person less than 18.

Iowa
724.4 Carrying weapons.
2. A person who goes armed with a knife concealed on or about the person, if the person
uses the knife in the commission of a crime,
commits an aggravated misdemeanor.
3. A person who goes armed with a knife concealed on or about the person, if the person
does not use the knife in the commission of a
crime:
a. If the knife has a blade exceeding eight
inches in length, commits an aggravated misdemeanor.
b. If the knife has a blade exceeding five inches but not exceeding eight inches in length,
commits a serious misdemeanor.
4. Subsections 1 through 3 do not apply to any
of the following:
a. A person who goes armed with a dangerous
weapon in the person’s own dwelling or place
of business, or on land owned or possessed by
the person.
No specific prohibition against sales to minors
found.

Kansas
21-4201. Criminal use of weapons. (a) Criminal use of weapons is knowingly:
(1) Selling, manufacturing, purchasing,
possessing or carrying any bludgeon, sandclub,
metal knuckles or throwing star, or any knife,
commonly referred to as a switch-blade, which
has a blade that opens automatically by hand
pressure applied to a button, spring or other device in the handle of the knife, or any knife

having a blade that opens or falls or is ejected
into position by the force of gravity or by an
outward, downward or centrifugal thrust or
movement;
(2) carrying concealed on one’s person, or
possessing with intent to use the same unlawfully against another, a dagger, dirk, billy, blackjack, slungshot, dangerous knife, straight-edged
razor, stiletto or any other dangerous or deadly
weapon or instrument of like character, except
that an ordinary pocket knife with no blade
more than four inches in length shall not be
construed to be a dangerous knife, or a dangerous or deadly weapon or instrument;
No specific prohibition against sales to minors
found.

Kentucky
500.080 Definitions for Kentucky Penal Code
“Deadly Weapon” means any of the following:
(c) Any knife other than an ordinary pocket
knife or hunting knife;
(d) Billy, nightstick or club;
(e) Blackjack or slapjack;
(f) Nunchaku karate sticks;
(g) Shuriken or death star; or
(h) Artificial knuckles made from metal, plastic, or other similar hard material;
No specific prohibition against sales to minors
found.

Louisiana
Revised Statutes 14:95. Illegal carrying of
weapons
A. Illegal carrying of weapons is:
(1) The intentional concealment of any firearm, or other instrumentality customarily used
or intended for probable use as a dangerous
weapon, on one’s person; or
(2) The ownership, possession, custody or use
of any firearm, or other instrumentality customarily used as a dangerous weapon, at any
time by an enemy alien; or
(3) The ownership, possession, custody or use
of any tools, or dynamite, or nitroglycerine, or
explosives, or other instrumentality customarily used by thieves or burglars at any time by
any person with the intent to commit a crime;
or
(4) The manufacture, ownership, possession,
custody or use of any switchblade knife, spring
knife or other knife or similar instrument having a blade which may be automatically unfolded or extended from a handle by the
manipulation of a button, switch, latch or similar contrivance.
No specific prohibition against sales to minors
found.

Maine
Title 17-A Part 2: SUBSTANTIVE OFFENSES
Chapter 43: WEAPONS
§1055. Trafficking in dangerous knives
1. A person is guilty of trafficking in dangerous knives, if providing he has no right to do
so, he knowingly manufactures or causes to be
manufactured, or knowingly possesses, displays,
offers, sells, lends, gives away or purchases any
knife which has a blade which opens automatically by hand pressure applied to a button,
spring or other device in the handle of the
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knife, or any knife having a blade which opens
or falls or is ejected into position by the force
of gravity, or by an outward, downward or centrifugal thrust or movement.
Title 25 – Internal Security and Public Safety
Part 5: PUBLIC SAFETY
Chapter 252: PERMITS TO CARRY CONCEALED FIREARMS
§2001-A. Threatening display of or carrying
concealed weapon
1. Display or carrying prohibited. A person may
not, unless excepted by a provision of law:
A. Display in a threatening manner a firearm, slungshot, knuckles, bowie knife, dirk, stiletto or other dangerous or deadly weapon
usually employed in the attack on or defense of
a person; or
B. B. Wear under the person’s clothes or
conceal about the person’s person a firearm,
slungshot, knuckles, bowie knife, dirk, stiletto
or other dangerous or deadly weapon usually
employed in the attack on or defense of a person.
Exceptions for those possessing concealed carry permits, also carrying knives used to hunt,
fish or trap as defined in Title 12.
No specific prohibition against sales to minors
found.

Maryland
4-101. Dangerous Weapons
(a) Definitions.
(5)(i) “Weapon” includes a dirk knife, bowie
knife, switchblade knife, star knife, sandclub,
metal knuckles, razor, and nunchaku.
A minor may not carry a dangerous weapon between 1 hour after sunset and 1 hour before
sunrise, whether concealed or not, except while
1. while on a bona fide hunting trip; or
2. engaged in or on the way to or returning
from a bona fide trap shoot, sport shooting
event, or any organized civic or military activity.
No specific prohibition against sales to minors
found.

Massachusetts
TITLE I. CRIMES AND PUNISHMENTS
CHAPTER 269. CRIMES AGAINST PUBLIC
PEACE
TAMPERING WITH IDENTIFYING NUMBERS OF CERTAIN FIREARMS
Chapter 269: Section 12. Manufacturing and
selling knives, slung shots, swords, bludgeons
and similar weapons
Section 12. Whoever manufactures or causes to
be manufactured, or sells or exposes for sale, an
instrument or weapon of the kind usually
known as a dirk knife, a switch knife or any
knife having an automatic spring release device
by which the blade is released from the handle,
having a blade of over one and one-half inches
or a device or case which enables a knife with a
locking blade to be drawn at a locked position,
any ballistic knife, or any knife with a detachable blade capable of being propelled by any
mechanism, slung shot, sling shot, bean blower,
sword cane, pistol cane, bludgeon, blackjack,
nunchaku, zoobow, also known as klackers or
kung fu sticks, or any similar weapon consisting
of two sticks of wood, plastic or metal connected at one end by a length of rope, chain,
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wire or leather, a shuriken or any similar pointed starlike object intended to injure a person
when thrown, or a manrikigusari or similar
length of chain having weighted ends; or metallic knuckles or knuckles of any other substance
which could be put to the same use and with the
same or similar effect as metallic knuckles,
shall be punished by a fine of not less than fifty
nor more than one thousand dollars or by imprisonment for not more than six months; provided, however, that sling shots may be
manufactured and sold to clubs or associations
conducting sporting events where such sling
shots are used.
No specific prohibition against sales to minors
found.

sand club; or
(4) manufactures, transfers, or possesses
metal knuckles or a switch blade knife opening
automatically;
Subd. 1b. Felony; furnishing to minors.
Whoever, in any municipality of this state, furnishes a minor under 18 years of age with a
firearm, airgun, ammunition, or explosive without the prior consent of the minor’s parent or
guardian or of the police department of the
municipality is guilty of a felony and may be
sentenced to imprisonment for not more than
ten years or to payment of a fine of not more
than $20,000, or both. Possession of written
evidence of prior consent signed by the minor’s
parent or guardian is a complete defense to a
charge under this subdivision.

Michigan

Mississippi

THE MICHIGAN PENAL CODE (EXCERPT)
Act 328 of 1931
750.226a Pocket knife opened by mechanical
device; unlawful sale or possession; persons exempted.
Sec. 226a.
Any person who shall sell or offer to sell, or
any person who shall have in his possession
any knife having the appearance of a pocket
knife, the blade or blades of which can be
opened by the flick of a button, pressure on a
handle or other mechanical contrivance shall
be guilty of a misdemeanor, punishable by imprisonment in the county jail for not to exceed
1 year or by a fine of not to exceed $300.00,
or both.
The provisions of this section shall not apply
to any one-armed person carrying a knife on
his person in connection with his living requirements.
THE CODE OF CRIMINAL PROCEDURE
(EXCERPT)
Act 175 of 1927
764.1f Juvenile; filing complaint and warrant
with magistrate; “specified juvenile violation”
defined.
(1) If the prosecuting attorney has reason to
believe that a juvenile 14 years of age or older
but less than 17 years of age has committed a
specified juvenile violation, the prosecuting attorney may authorize the filing of a complaint
and warrant on the charge with a magistrate
concerning the juvenile.
(2) As used in this section, “specified juvenile
violation” means any of the following:
(ii) A knife, stabbing instrument, brass knuckles,
blackjack, club, or other object specifically designed or customarily carried or possessed for
use as a weapon.

97-37-1. Deadly weapons; carrying while concealed; use or attempt to use; penalties.
... Any person who carries, concealed in whole
or in part, any bowie knife, dirk knife, butcher
knife, switchblade knife, metallic knuckles,
blackjack, slingshot, pistol, revolver, or any rifle with a barrel of less than sixteen (16) inches
in length, or any shotgun with a barrel of less
than eighteen (18) inches in length, machine
gun or any fully automatic firearm or deadly
weapon, or any muffler or silencer for any firearm, whether or not it is accompanied by a
firearm, or uses or attempts to use against another person any imitation firearm, shall upon
conviction be punished ...
(2) It shall not be a violation of this section for
any person over the age of eighteen (18) years
to carry a firearm or deadly weapon concealed
in whole or in part within the confines of his
own home or his place of business, or any real
property associated with his home or business
or within any motor vehicle.
(3) It shall not be a violation of this section for
any person to carry a firearm or deadly weapon
concealed in whole or in part if the possessor
of the weapon is then engaged in a legitimate
weapon-related sports activity or is going to or
returning from such activity. For purposes of
this subsection, “legitimate weapon-related
sports activity” means hunting, fishing, target
shooting or any other legal sports activity
which normally involves the use of a firearm or
other weapon.

Minnesota
609.66 Dangerous weapons.
Subdivision 1. Misdemeanor and gross misdemeanor crimes. (a) Whoever does any of the
following is guilty of a crime and may be sentenced as provided in paragraph (b):
(1) recklessly handles or uses a gun or other
dangerous weapon or explosive so as to endanger the safety of another; or
(2) intentionally points a gun of any kind,
capable of injuring or killing a human being
and whether loaded or unloaded, at or toward
another; or
(3) manufactures or sells for any unlawful
purpose any weapon known as a slungshot or
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Missouri
Definitions:
(10) “Knife” means any dagger, dirk, stiletto,
or bladed hand instrument that is readily capable of inflicting serious physical injury or death
by cutting or stabbing a person. For purposes of
this chapter, “knife” does not include any ordinary pocketknife with no blade more than four
inches in length;
(18) “Switchblade knife” means any knife
which has a blade that folds or closes into the
handle or sheath, and
(a) That opens automatically by pressure applied to a button or other device located on the
handle; or
(b) That opens or releases from the handle or
sheath by the force of gravity or by the application of centrifugal force.
No specific prohibition against sales to minors
found.
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Montana
Title 45 Crimes
45-8-331. Switchblade knives. (1) Every person who carries or bears upon his person, who
carries or bears within or on any motor vehicle
or other means of conveyance owned or operated by him, or who owns, possesses, uses,
stores, gives away, sells, or offers for sale a
switchblade knife shall be punished by a fine
not exceeding $500 or by imprisonment in the
county jail for a period not exceeding 6 months
or by both such fine and imprisonment.
(2) A bona fide collector whose collection is
registered with the sheriff of the county in
which said collection is located is hereby exempted from the provisions of this section.
(3) For the purpose of this section a switchblade knife is defined as any knife which has a
blade 1 1/2 inches long or longer which opens
automatically by hand pressure applied to a button, spring, or other device in the handle of the
knife.
No specific prohibition against sales to minors
found.

Nebraska
Section 28-1202
Carrying concealed weapon; penalty; affirmative defense.
(1) Except as provided in subsection (2) of
this section, any person who carries a weapon
or weapons concealed on or about his or her
person such as a revolver, pistol, bowie knife,
dirk or knife with a dirk blade attachment, brass
or iron knuckles, or any other deadly weapon
commits the offense of carrying a concealed
weapon.
(2) It shall be an affirmative defense that the
defendant was engaged in any lawful business,
calling, or employment at the time he or she
was carrying any weapon or weapons and the
circumstances in which such person was placed
at the time were such as to justify a prudent
person in carrying the weapon or weapons for
the defense of his or her person, property, or
family.
No specific prohibition against sales to minors
found.

Nevada
NRS 202.350 Manufacture, importation, possession or use of dangerous weapon or silencer;
carrying concealed weapon without permit;
penalties; issuance of permit to carry concealed
weapon; exceptions.
1. Except as otherwise provided in this
section and NRS 202.355 and 202.3653 to
202.369, inclusive, a person within this State
shall not:
(a) Manufacture or cause to be manufactured, or import into the State, or keep, offer
or expose for sale, or give, lend or possess any
knife which is made an integral part of a belt
buckle or any instrument or weapon of the kind
commonly known as a switchblade knife, blackjack, slungshot, billy, sand-club, sandbag or metal knuckles;
(h) “Switchblade knife” means a springblade knife, snap-blade knife or any other knife
having the appearance of a pocket knife, any
blade of which is 2 or more inches long and

which can be released automatically by a flick of
a button, pressure on the handle or other mechanical device, or is released by any type of
mechanism. The term does not include a knife
which has a blade that is held in place by a spring
if the blade does not have any type of automatic
release.
No specific prohibition against sales to minors
found.

New Hampshire
159:16 Carrying or Selling Weapons. Whoever,
except as provided by the laws of this state, sells,
has in his possession with intent to sell, or carries
on his person any stiletto, switch knife, blackjack, dagger, dirk-knife, slung shot or metallic
knuckles shall be guilty of a misdemeanor; and
such weapon or articles so carried by him shall be
confiscated to the use of the state.
No specific prohibition against sales to minors
found.

New Jersey
2C:39-9.1. Sale of knives to minors; crime of
the fourth degree; exceptions
4. A person who sells any hunting, fishing, combat or survival knife having a blade length of five
inches or more or an overall length of 10 inches
or more to a person under 18 years of age commits a crime of the fourth degree; except that the
establishment by a preponderance of the evidence of all of the following facts by a person
making the sale shall constitute an affirmative
defense to any prosecution therefore: a. that the
purchaser falsely represented his age by producing
a driver’s license bearing a photograph of the licensee, or by producing a photographic identification card issued pursuant to section 2 of
P.L.1980, c. 47 (C.39:3-29.3), or by producing a
similar card purporting to be a valid identification
card indicating that he was 18 years of age or older, and b. that the appearance of the purchaser
was such that an ordinary prudent person would
believe him to be 18 years of age or older, and c.
that the sale was made in good faith relying upon
the indicators of age listed in a. and b. above.
2C:39-3. Prohibited Weapons and Devices.
e. Certain weapons. Any person who knowingly
has in his possession any gravity knife, switchblade knife, dagger, dirk, stiletto, billy, blackjack,
metal knuckle, sandclub, slingshot, cestus or similar leather band studded with metal filings or razor blades imbedded in wood, ballistic knife,
without any explainable lawful purpose, is guilty
of a crime of the fourth degree.

New Mexico
30-7-8. Unlawful possession of switchblades.
Unlawful possession of switchblades consists of
any person, either manufacturing, causing to be
manufactured, possessing, displaying, offering,
selling, lending, giving away or purchasing any
knife which has a blade which opens automatically by hand pressure applied to a button, spring
or other device in the handle of the knife , or
any knife having a blade which opens or falls or
is ejected into position by the force of gravity or
by any outward or centrifugal thrust or movement.
Whoever commits unlawful possession of
switchblades is guilty of a petty misdemeanor.

No specific prohibition against sales to minors
found.

No specific prohibition against sales to minors
found.

New York

Ohio

12. “Deadly weapon” means any loaded weapon
from which a shot, readily capable of producing
death or other serious physical injury, may be
discharged, or a switchblade knife, gravity knife,
pilum ballistic knife, metal knuckle knife, dagger,
billy, blackjack, or metal knuckles.
5. Any person who disposes of any of the weapons, instruments, appliances or substances specified in section 265.05 to any other person
under the age of sixteen years is guilty of a class
A misdemeanor.

2923.20. Unlawful transaction in weapons.
(A) No person shall:
(3) Manufacture, possess for sale, sell, or furnish
to any person other than a law enforcement
agency for authorized use in police work, any
brass knuckles, cestus, billy, blackjack, sandbag,
switchblade knife, springblade knife, gravity
knife, or similar weapon;

North Carolina

Oklahoma

14-315. Selling or giving weapons to minors.
(a)
Sale of Weapons Other Than Handguns. –
If a person sells, offers for sale, gives, or in any
way transfers to a minor any pistol cartridge,
brass knucks, bowie knife, dirk, shurikin, leaded
cane, or slungshot, the person is guilty of a Class
1 misdemeanor and, in addition, shall forfeit the
proceeds of any sale made in violation of this
section.
(b1) Defense. – It shall be a defense to a violation of this section if all of the following conditions are met:
(1)
The person shows that the minor produced an apparently valid permit to receive the
weapon, if such a permit would be required under
G.S. 14-402 or G.S. 14-409.1 for transfer of the
weapon to an adult.
(2)
The person reasonably believed that the
minor was not a minor.
(3)
The person either:
a.
Shows that the minor produced a drivers
license, a special identification card issued under
G.S. 20-37.7, a military identification card, or a
passport, showing the minor’s age to be at least
the required age for purchase and bearing a physical description of the person named on the card
reasonably describing the minor; or
b.
Produces evidence of other facts that reasonably indicated at the time of sale that the minor was at least the required age.
14-269.6. Possession and sale of spring-loaded
projectile knives prohibited.
(a)
On and after October 1, 1986, it shall be
unlawful for any person including law-enforcement officers of the State, or of any county, city,
or town to possess, offer for sale, hold for sale,
sell, give, loan, deliver, transport, manufacture or
go armed with any spring-loaded projectile knife,
a ballistic knife, or any weapon of similar character. Except that it shall be lawful for a law enforcement agency to possess such weapons solely
for evidentiary, education or training purposes.

21-1272. Unlawful carry.
A. It shall be unlawful for any person to carry
upon or about his or her person, or in a purse or
other container belonging to the person, any pistol, revolver, shotgun or rifle whether loaded or
unloaded or any dagger, bowie knife, dirk knife,
switchblade knife, spring-type knife, sword cane,
knife having a blade which opens automatically
by hand pressure applied to a button, spring, or
other device in the handle of the knife, blackjack, loaded cane, billy, hand chain, metal knuckles, or any other offensive weapon, whether such
weapon be concealed or unconcealed, except this
section shall not prohibit:
1. The proper use of guns and knives for hunting, fishing, educational or recreational purposes;
2. The carrying or use of weapons in a manner
otherwise permitted by statute or authorized by
the Oklahoma Self-Defense Act;
21-1273. Allowing minors to possess firearms.
A. It shall be unlawful for any person within this
state to sell or give to any child any of the arms
or weapons designated in Section 1272 of this title; provided, the provisions of this section shall
not prohibit a parent from giving his or her child
a rifle or shotgun for participation in hunting animals or fowl, hunter safety classes, target shooting, skeet, trap or other recognized sporting
events, except as provided in subsection B of this
section.
B. It shall be unlawful for any parent or guardian
to intentionally, knowingly, or recklessly permit
his or her child to possess any of the arms or
weapons designated in Section 1272 of this title,
including any rifle or shotgun, if such parent is
aware of a substantial risk that the child will use
the weapon to commit a criminal offense or if
the child has either been adjudicated a delinquent
or has been convicted as an adult for any criminal
offense.
C. It shall be unlawful for any child to possess
any of the arms or weapons designated in Section
1272 of this title, except rifles or shotguns used
for participation in hunting animals or fowl,
hunter safety classes, target shooting, skeet, trap
or other recognized sporting event. Provided,
the possession of rifles or shotguns authorized by
this section shall not authorize the possession of
such weapons by any person who is subject to the
provisions of Section 1283 of this title.
E. As used in this section, “child” means a person under eighteen (18) years of age.

North Dakota
1. “Dangerous weapon” includes any switchblade
or gravity knife, machete, scimitar, stiletto,
sword, dagger, or knife with a blade of five inches
[12.7 centimeters] or more; any throwing star,
nunchaku, or other martial arts weapon; any billy, blackjack, sap, bludgeon, cudgel, metal knuckles, or sand club; any slungshot; any bow and
arrow, crossbow, or spear; any stun gun; any
weapon that will expel, or is readily
capable of expelling, a projectile by the action of
a spring, compressed air, or compressed gas …
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No specific prohibition against sales to minors
found.

Oregon
(1) “Dangerous weapon” means any weapon, device, instrument, material or substance
which under the circumstances in which it is used,
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attempted to be used or threatened to be used,
is readily capable of causing death or serious
physical injury.
(2) “Deadly weapon” means any instrument, article or substance specifically designed
for and presently capable of causing death or
seriious physical injury.
166.240 Carrying of concealed weapons. (1)
Except as provided in subsection (2) of this
section, any person who carries concealed upon
the person any knife having a blade that
projects or swings into position by force of a
spring or by centrifugal force, any dirk, dagger,
ice pick,
slungshot, metal knuckles, or any similar instrument by the use of which injury could be inflicted upon the person or property of any
other person, commits a Class B misdemeanor.
No specific prohibition against sales to minors
found.

Pennsylvania
Pennsylvania Code 22-14- Definitions.
Lethal weapons—Include, but are not limited
to, firearms and other weapons calculated to
produce death or serious bodily harm. A concealed billy club is a lethal weapon. The chemical mace or any similar substance shall not be
considered as a lethal weapon for the purposes
of the act. For purposes of this chapter, a nonconcealed billy club shall also be considered a
lethal weapon.
No specific prohibition against sales to minors
found.

Rhode Island
Criminal Offenses CHAPTER 11-47 Weapons
SECTION 11-47-42
Weapons other than firearms prohibited. – (a)
No person shall carry or possess or attempt to
use against another any instrument or weapon
of the kind commonly known as a blackjack,
slingshot, billy, sandclub, sandbag, metal knuckles, slap glove, bludgeon, stun-gun, or the so
called “Kung-Fu” weapons, nor shall any person, with intent to use unlawfully against another, carry or possess a dagger, dirk, stiletto,
sword-in-cane, bowie knife, or other similar
weapon designed to cut and stab another, nor
shall any person wear or carry concealed upon
his person, any of the above-mentioned instruments or weapons, or any razor, or knife of
any description having a blade of more than
three (3) inches in length measuring from the
end of the handle where the blade is attached to
the end of the blade, or other weapon of like
kind or description.
(b) No person shall sell to a person under eighteen (18) years of age, without the written authorization of the minor’s parent or legal
guardian, any stink bomb, blackjack, slingshot,
bill, sandclub, sandbag, metal knuckles, slap
glove, bludgeon, stungun, paint ball gun, so
called “kung-fu” weapons, dagger, dirk, stiletto,
sword-in-cane, bowie knife, razor, or knife of
any description having a blade of more than
three inches (3") in length as described in subsection (a) of this section, or any multipronged star with sharpened edges designed to
be used as a weapon and commonly known as a
Chinese throwing star, except that an individual
who is actually engaged in the instruction of
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martial arts and licensed under § 5-43-1 may
carry and possess any multi-pronged star with
sharpened edges for the sole purpose of instructional use.

South Carolina
SECTION 16-23-405. Definition of “weapon”;
confiscation and disposition of weapons used in
commission or in furtherance of crime. [SC ST
SEC 16-23-405]
(1) Except for the provisions relating to rifles
and shotguns in § 16-23-460, as used in this
chapter, ‘weapon’ means firearm (rifle, shotgun, pistol, or similar device that propels a projectile through the energy of an explosive), a
knife with a blade over two inches long, a
blackjack, a metal pipe or pole, or any other
type of device or object which may be used to
inflict bodily injury or death.
No specific statutes against sales to minors
found but the two-inch blade-length standard
makes this one of the most restrictive of state
laws.

South Dakota
2. Definition of terms.
(3) “Dangerous weapon” or “deadly weapon,”
any firearm, knife or device, instrument, material or substance, whether animate or inanimate, which is calculated or designed to inflict
death or serious bodily harm, or by the manner
in which it is used is likely to inflict death or
serious bodily harm;
4. Ownership, possession, or sale of ballistic
knife prohibited—Ballistic knife defined- Violation as misdemeanor. No person may own, possess, or sell a ballistic knife. A ballistic knife is a
knife encased in a tubular metal sheath which
when removed, uncovers a detachable blade
that can be propelled by a spring mechanism
operated at the push of a button. A violation of
this section is a Class 1 misdemeanor. (This
section is repealed effective July 1, 2006 pursuant to SL 2005, ch 120, § 258.)
5. Ownership, possession, or carrying of butterfly/balisong knife by minors prohibited—
Misdemeanor. No person under the age of
eighteen may own, possess, or carry a butterfly/
balisong knife. A butterfly/balisong knife is a
knife which is encased in a metal, wooden, or
plastic sheath which when removed, uncovers a
detachable blade that can be opened automatically by operation of inertia, gravity, or both. A
violation of this section is a Class 1 misdemeanor. (This section is repealed effective July
1, 2006 pursuant to SL 2005, ch 120, § 266.)
No specific prohibition against sales to minors
found.

Tennessee
39-17-1302. Prohibited weapons.
(a) A person commits an offense who intentionally or knowingly possesses, manufactures,
transports, repairs or sells:
(7) A switchblade knife or knuckles.
39-17-1303. Unlawful sale, loan or gift of firearm.
(a) A person commits an offense who:
(1) Intentionally, knowingly or recklessly sells,
loans or makes a gift of a firearm or switchblade knife to a minor;
“Minor” means any person who has not at-
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tained eighteen (18) years of age.

Texas
46.01 Definitions.
(6) “Illegal knife” means a:
(A) knife with a blade over five and one-half
inches;
(B) hand instrument designed to cut or stab another by being thrown;
(C) dagger, including but not limited to a dirk,
stilletto, and poniard;
(D) bowie knife;
(E) sword; or
(F) spear.
(7) “ Knife” means any bladed hand instrument
that is capable of inflicting serious bodily injury
or death by cutting or stabbing a person with
the instrument.
(11) “Switchblade knife” means any knife that
has a blade that folds, closes, or retracts into
the handle or sheath, and that:
(A) opens automatically by pressure applied to
a button or other device located on the handle;
or
(B) opens or releases a blade from the handle
or sheath by the force of gravity or by the application of centrifugal force.
46.06. UNLAWFUL TRANSFER OF CERTAIN WEAPONS. (a) A person commits an
offense if the person:
(2) intentionally or knowingly sells, rents,
leases, or gives or offers to sell, rent, lease, or
give to any child younger than 18 years any
firearm, club, or illegal knife;

Utah
76-10-501. Definitions.
(5) (a) “Dangerous weapon” means any item
that in the manner of its use or intended use is
capable of causing death or serious bodily injury. The following factors shall be used in determining whether a knife , or any other item,
object, or thing not commonly known as a dangerous weapon is a dangerous weapon:
(i) the character of the instrument, object,
or thing;
(ii) the character of the wound produced,
if any;
(iii) the manner in which the instrument,
object, or thing was used; and
(iv) the other lawful purposes for which
the instrument, object, or thing may be used.
76-10-509. Possession of dangerous weapon by
minor.
(1) A minor under 18 years of age may
not possess a dangerous weapon unless he:
(a) has the permission of his parent or
guardian to have the weapon; or
(b) is accompanied by a parent or guardian
while he has the weapon in his possession.
(2) Any minor under 14 years of age in
possession of a dangerous weapon shall be accompanied by a responsible adult.

Vermont
Title 13: Crimes and Criminal Procedure
Chapter 85: WEAPONS
13 V.S.A. § 4001. Slung shot, blackjack, brass
knuckles-Use or possession
A person who uses a slung shot, blackjack, brass
knuckles or similar weapon against another
person, or attempts so to do, or who possesses
a slung shot, blackjack, brass knuckles, or similar weapon, with intent so to use it, shall be im-

prisoned not more than five years or fined not
more than $1,000.00 or both.
13 V.S.A. § 4007. Furnishing firearms to children
A person, firm or corporation, other than a
parent or guardian, who sells or furnishes to a
minor under the age of sixteen years a firearm
or other dangerous weapon or ammunition for
firearms shall be fined not more than $50.00
nor less than $10.00. This section shall not apply to an instructor or teacher who furnishes
firearms to pupils for instruction and drill.

Virginia
8.2-311. Prohibiting the selling or having in
possession blackjacks, etc.
If any person sells or barters, or exhibits for
sale or for barter, or gives or furnishes, or causes to be sold, bartered, given or furnished, or
has in his possession, or under his control, with
the intent of selling, bartering, giving or furnishing, any blackjack, brass or metal knucks,
any disc of whatever configuration having at
least two points or pointed blades which is designed to be thrown or propelled and which
may be known as a throwing star or oriental
dart, switchblade knife, ballistic knife, or like
weapons, such person shall be guilty of a Class
4 misdemeanor. The having in one’s possession
of any such weapon shall be prima facie evidence, except in the case of a conservator of
the peace, of his intent to sell, barter, give or
furnish the same.
18.2-309. Furnishing certain weapons to minors; penalty.
A. If any person sells, barters, gives or furnishes, or causes to be sold, bartered, given or furnished, to any minor a dirk, switchblade knife
or bowie knife, having good cause to believe
him to be a minor, such person shall be guilty
of a Class 1 misdemeanor.

Washington
Revised Code of Washington RCW 9.41.250
Dangerous weapons — Penalty.
Every person who:
(1) Manufactures, sells, or disposes of or possesses any instrument or weapon of the kind
usually known as slung shot, sand club, or metal
knuckles, or spring blade knife , or any knife
the blade of which is automatically released by
a spring mechanism or other mechanical device, or any knife having a blade which opens,
or falls, or is ejected into position by the force
of gravity, or by an outward, downward, or centrifugal thrust or movement;
(2) Furtively carries with intent to conceal any
dagger, dirk, pistol, or other dangerous weapon;
or
(3) Uses any contrivance or device for suppressing the noise of any firearm, is guilty of a
gross misdemeanor punishable under chapter
9A.20 RCW.
No specific prohibition against sales to minors
found.

West Virginia
West Virginia Code 61-7-2. Definitions.
As used in this article, unless the context otherwise requires:
(1) “Blackjack” means a short bludgeon consisting, at the striking end, of an encased piece
of lead or some other heavy substance and, at

the handle end, a strap or springy shaft which
increases the force of impact when a person or
object is struck. The term “blackjack” shall include, but not be limited to, a billy, billy club,
sand club, sandbag or slapjack.
(2) “Gravity knife” means any knife that has a
blade released from the handle by the force of
gravity or the application of centrifugal force
and when so released is locked in place by
means of a button, spring, lever or other locking or catching device.
(3) “Knife” means an instrument, intended to
be used or readily adaptable to be used as a
weapon, consisting of a sharp-edged or sharppointed blade, usually made of steel, attached to
a handle which is capable of inflicting cutting,
stabbing or tearing wounds. The term “knife”
shall include, but not be limited to, any dagger,
dirk, poniard or stiletto, with a blade over three
and one-half inches in length, any switchblade
knife or gravity knife and any other instrument
capable of inflicting cutting, stabbing or tearing
wounds. A pocket knife with a blade three and
one-half inches or less in length, a hunting or
fishing knife carried for hunting, fishing, sports
or other recreational uses, or a knife designed
for use as a tool or household implement shall
not be included within the term “knife” as defined herein unless such knife is knowingly used
or intended to be used to produce serious bodily
injury or death.
(4) “Switchblade knife” means any knife having a spring-operated blade which opens automatically upon pressure being applied to a
button, catch or other releasing device in its
handle.
(5) “Nunchuka” means a flailing instrument
consisting of two or more rigid parts, connected by a chain, cable, rope or other nonrigid,
flexible or springy material, constructed in such
a manner as to allow the rigid parts to swing
freely so that one rigid part may be used as a
handle and the other rigid part may be used as
the striking end.
(6) “Metallic or false knuckles” means a set of
finger rings attached to a transverse piece to be
worn over the front of the hand for use as a
weapon and constructed in such a manner that,
when striking another person with the fist or
closed hand, considerable physical damage may
be inflicted upon the person struck. The terms
“metallic or false knuckles” shall include any
such instrument without reference to the metal
or other substance or substances from which
the metallic or false knuckles are made.
(7) “Pistol” means a short firearm having a
chamber which is integral with the barrel, designed to be aimed and fired by the use of a single hand.
(8) “Revolver” means a short firearm having a
cylinder of several chambers that are brought
successively into line with the barrel to be discharged, designed to be aimed and fired by the
use of a single hand.
(9) “Deadly weapon” means an instrument
which is designed to be used to produce serious
bodily injury or death or is readily adaptable to
such use. The term “deadly weapon” shall include, but not be limited to, the instruments defined in subdivisions (1) through (8), inclusive,
of this section or other deadly weapons of like
kind or character which may be easily concealed on or about the person. For the purposes
of section one-a, article five, chapter eighteen-
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a of this code and section eleven-a, article seven of this chapter, in addition to the definition
of “knife” set forth in subdivision (3) of this
section, the term “deadly weapon” also includes
any instrument included within the definition
of “knife” with a blade of three and one-half
inches or less in length. Additionally, for the
purposes of section one-a, article five, chapter
eighteen-a of this code and section eleven-a,
article seven of this chapter, the term “deadly
weapon” includes explosive, chemical, biological and radiological materials. Notwithstanding
any other provision of this section, the term
“deadly weapon” does not include any item or
material owned by the school or county board,
intended for curricular use, and used by the student at the time of the alleged offense solely
for curricular purposes.
8-12-5. General powers of every municipality
and the governing body thereof.
(16) To arrest, convict and punish any individual for carrying about his or her person any revolver or other pistol, dirk, bowie knife, razor,
slingshot, billy, metallic or other false knuckles
or any other dangerous or other deadly weapon
of like kind or character;
61-7-8. Possession of deadly weapons by minors; prohibitions.
Notwithstanding any other provision of this article to the contrary, a person under the age of
eighteen years who is not married or otherwise
emancipated shall not possess or carry concealed or openly any deadly weapon: Provided,
That a minor may possess a firearm upon premises owned by said minor or his family or on
the premises of another with the permission of
his or her parent or guardian and in the case of
property other than his or her own or that of
his family, with the permission of the owner or
lessee of such property: Provided, however,
That nothing in this section shall prohibit a
minor from possessing a firearm while hunting
in a lawful manner or while traveling from a
place where he or she may lawfully possess a
deadly weapon, to a hunting site, and returning
to a place where he or she may lawfully possess
such weapon.

Wisconsin
941.24 Possession of switchblade knife.
(1) Whoever manufactures, sells or offers to
sell, transports, purchases, possesses or goes
armed with any knife having a blade which
opens by pressing a button, spring or other device in the handle or by gravity or by a thrust
or movement is guilty of a Class A misdemeanor.
No specific prohibition against sales to minors
found.

Wyoming
6-1-104. Definitions.
(iv) “Deadly weapon” means but is not limited
to a firearm, explosive or incendiary material,
motorized vehicle, an animal or other device,
instrument, material or substance, which in the
manner it is used or is intended to be used is
reasonably capable of producing death or serious bodily injury;
No specific prohibition against sales to minors
found.
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